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We started with a dream, YOU made it possible!

PARTNERS began the year with its 4th annual vocal competition on April 16 and 17 at the Lyceum in Alexan-
dria. It was a success. The Young Singers Awards went to two very talented singers. Besides the three ma-

jor prizewinners, a Special Award, determined by our judges, went to a 4th singer. No doubt a great future is
ahead for all these singers.

For the second year in a row, PARTNERS celebrated its anniversary at Twin Oaks on April 18, at the elegant
residence of Taipei’s Economic and Cultural Representative to the United States (TECRO), thanks to the gra-
ciousness of His Excellency Dr. Lyushun Shen and Mrs. Shen. Winners of the vocal competition of 2016
delighted the audience. We also were very pleased to have baritone Norman Garrett - our 2013 first
prizewinner — who made time in his busy schedule to sing for us again. The residence was filled to capacity.
At the end of the musicale, we deviated slightly from opera and led by Ambassador Shen, we all joined in
singing musical tunes. We could not have commemorated our anniversary on a happier note.

The Bulgarian Music Society, in cooperation with PARTNERS, presented our 2016 competition winners on

April 22, in a recital at the Bulgarian Embassy. In so doing, one more platform was presented for our stars to
perform.

Our next competition will be on April 7 and 8, 2017 at the Lyceum in Alexandria. We are happy to an-
nounce that the prize awards will be increased thanks to our members and the generosity of our prize
award donors. Save the date and come to hear the future stars of tomorrow.

Dear friends, it is your continued support that enables our mission to be a reality. THANK YOU.

Please visit our web site to learn more about PARTNERS events: www: partners4thearts.org. Furthermore,
please continue your support by attending PARTNERS’ partners productions.

Partners for the Arts encourages and promotes emerging performing artists
by sponsoring competitions and public presentations, promotes and interacts with performing arts organizations and
schools of music in mutually beneficial activities and awards, and collaborates with others to
develop educational programs that nurture audience development and love of classical music and the arts.



http://partners4thearts.org
http://partners4thearts.org

2016 - ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AT TWIN OAKS

Mezzo-soprano Sam Jew Kim -
Judges Special Award 2016,
counter-tenor Matthew Reese —
second prizewinner 2015,

Mrs. Shen and His Excellency
Ambassador Lyshun Shen ,
baritone Norman Garrett,

1st prizewinner 2013, and
accompanist Frank Conlon

HIGHLIGHTS We could have sung
all night! dagd*e, . o*
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MUSICALE AT THE BULGARIAN EMBASSY

Accompanist Frank Conlon, 1st prizewinner mezzo-soprano
Olivia Vote, Her Excellency Ambassador Elena
Poptodorova, 2nd prizewinner bass Timothy Bruno, 2nd
prizewinner 2015 counter-tenor Matthew Reese, 2015 finalist,
soprano Coleen Daly, Leilane Grimaldi Mehler, and Dr. Ivo
Kaltchev Bulgarian Music Society Music Director.




YOU made it possible! Our most sincere THANK YOU!

Ms. Rachel H. M. Abraham

Ms. Alison Adler

Ms. Patricia Anderson

Ms. Mahvash Ardalan

Ms. Jean Arnold

Ms. Priscilla Baker

Ms. Barbara Bahny *

Mr. & Mrs. FW. Bauers

Mr. & Mrs. John Bedard

Ms. Cynthia Bianchi

Ms. Mary Bird

Ms. Diana Bohn

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph V. Braddock

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond J.

Braitsch

Ms. Elizabeth Brownstein

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Burge

Ms. Carole Butler

Ms. Nancie Coan

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Conley

Ms. Lizette Corro

Ms. Marilyn Courtot

Ms. Anne Marie Crawford

Ms. Elizabeth Crompton

Ms. Sandra Crow

Mr. Jehangir Dalal

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Daniels

Ms. Debra Decko

Mrs. Leila Deeb

Mrs. Linda Deramus

Mr. & Mrs. David Donohoe

Ms. Vicki Doyle

Mr. Graham Down*

Mrs. Margaret Dudas

Ms. Carolyn Duighan &
Mr. Milan Valuch

Ms. Jan DuPlain

Ms. Nancy Dutton

Ms. Su Kim Eisenberg

Mrs. Cyd Everett

Mr. & Mrs. John Facey

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Faron

Mrs. Betty Farrell

Mrs. Marian Farrell

Ms. Dena Fenney

Mr. & Mrs. Aurelio Fernandez

Dr. Mary Catherine Fischer

Ms. Nancy Ford

Dr. Bennett Frankel

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fuller

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Giannino

Mr. Douglas Gold &
Mr. Stephen Merrill

Mrs. Charlotte Gollobin

Ms. Nisha Govindani

Mr. William Grote

Mr. Frederic Harwood

Mr. Benedict Hastings

Mrs. Jacqueline Havener &
Tom Kenney

Mr. Austin Hay

Ms. Judith Henderson

Mr. Roger Heyman

Mr. Thomas Helinski, Jr. &
Dr. Robert Miller

Mrs. Betty Hinson

Mrs. Celia Hoke

Mr. & Mrs. J.K. Holman

Ms. Muriel Hom

Mr. & Mrs. Ira A. Hunt
Mrs. Irene Jacobi
Mr. Jeffrey Jones &
Mrs. Alice McElfresh
Ms. Carla Jones-Batka
Mr. Michael Joy &
Mrs. Deborah Fischer
Mrs. Barbara Kalin
Mrs. S. D. Kearney
Ms. Anne Kennedy
Ms. Charlotte Kingsley Weihe
Mrs. Patricia Kirkham
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kursch
Mrs. Lizzy Lambert
Ms. Joan Larson
Ms. Darlene Lebedev
Ms. Claire Lent
Ms. Martha Lewis
Hon. & Mrs. Jan Lodal
Ms. Vibeke Thune Lofft *
Ms. Shirley Loo
Mr. & Mrs. George Ludlow
Mrs. Shahin Mafi
Ms. Patricia Marvil
Mrs. Hoda Martorana
Mr. Robert Matulka
Mrs. Leilane Mehler &
Mr. Barry Mehler
Mrs. Patricia Mertz
Ms. Kathleen W. Mereness
Ms. Anne McLean &
Mr. Meli Kultuer
Dr. Christa McClure
Ms. Mary Lynne McElroy
Ms. Miriam Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Julian Minghi
Dr. Robert Misbin
Ms. Ruth Mitchell
Mr. Sorab K. Modi *
Mrs. Venice Molivadas
Mr. Antonio Monroig
Mrs. Laurie Nakamoto
Mrs. Susan Merritt Nelsen
Ms. Sheila Odell
Ms. Nancy O'Hara
Mrs. Janice Olsen
Mr. Oscar J. Olson*
Mr. and Mrs. William Pastor
Mrs. Audrey Pendergast
Ms. Robin Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Plaskett

Ambassador Elena Poptodorova

Ms. Dorothy Prentice

Ms. Annete Race

Ms. Clara Register

Mrs. Patricia Reisen

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Rokni

Ms. Marilyn H. Rose

Mr. & Mrs. Fernando
van Reigersberg

Mr. & Mrs. Felipe Rodriguez

Mr. David Ryan

Dr. & Mrs. Giancarlo
Salmoiraghi

Ms. Liz Sara

Savada-Stevenson Family

Mrs. Mary W. Schlendorf

Ms. Victoria Sheffield

Mrs. Sheryl Shreckengost

Mr. & Dr. Charles Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sippel
Mrs. Janet Shatz-Snyder
Mr. James Smith &
Mr. Benedict Hasting
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stanley
Ambassador Lyushun Shen &
Mrs. Shen
Mrs. Dotsy Steele
Mr. Jack Sulser &
Ms. Sally Ann Greer
Mrs. Meena Tharmaratnam
Mrs. Mary Helen Thompson
Ms. Pauline Thompson
Ms. Annie Totah
Drs. James & Wanda O. Trefil
Mrs. Victoria Tresansky
Mr. Tony Tringale
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Truitt
Mrs. Paula Verdun
Dr. Elaine Walter
Mrs. Sherry Watkins
Dr. Marjorie Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Wheeler
Mr. & Mrs. John White
Mrs. Dolley Woodruff
Ms. Suzanne Zunzer

*deceased

Our most sincere thanks to
Tomm Sibert, web site
designer, - Whole-Tech
Solutions, LLC

Photo credit for the
anniversary celebration
and the final round of
the competition:
Neshan H. Nailtchayan
Photography




Can you believe we have already given close to $40,000 in prizes (competitions and musicales). PARTNERS

made a difference in the lives of fifty-two singers! This would not be possible without your generosity and
support. BIG THANK YOU to all!

2013 Inaugural Musicale

2013 Musicale at the Bulgarian Residence

Mezzo-soprano

Soprano Pianists Ivo Kaltchev and

Baritone Gustavo Ahualli, soprano Leah Hawkins  vsii yoon Ralitza Patcheva
Fabiana Bravo, tenor Issachah Savage

2013 First Competition

2014 Musicale at the
Bulgarian Embassy

Accompanist Frank Conlon, soprano

Meredith Marano, tenor Joshua

Baumgardner and baritone Norman

Garrett

2015 Musicale at the
Bulgarian Embassy

Soprano Grace Gilday,
soprano Emily Case, and bass
Joseph Chee

Finalists:baritone Kihyun Moon, baritone Jonathan McCullough, counter-tenor Matthew
Reese, soprano Meredith Marano, soprano Laura Stuart, 1st prizewinner baritone
Norman Garrett, 2nd prizewinner tenor Joshua Baumgardner, and 3rd prizewinner

baritone Jeffrey Gates

2014 Anniversary Celebration

Soprano Meredith Marano,
baritone Jeffrey Gates,
and tenor Joshua Baumgardner

2015 Anniversary Celebration

Baritone Jonathan McCullough,
soprano Jennifer Cherest,
soprano Emily Casey, baritone
Andrew Pardini, and
accompanist Joy Schreier

2014 second Competition

The winners and finalists from left to
right: Finalist baritone Andrew T.
Pardini, 2nd prizewinner soprano
Emily Casey, 3rd prizewinner bass
Joseph Chee, finalist tenor Brendan
Sliger, 1st prizewinner soprano
Jennifer Cherest, and finalists
soprano Grace Gilday, soprano
Callie Wohletz, and tenor Brent R.
Turner

2015 Third Competition

1st prizewinner baritone Christopher Magiera,
2nd prizewinner counter-tenor Matthew Reese,
3rd prizewinner bass Anthony Schneider




4TH VOCAL AWARDS COMPETITION 2016

ACCOMPANIST .
Eileen

SEMIFINALS & Cornett

FINALS

YOUNG ARTIST AWARDS

2nd prizewinner bass Timothy

1st prizewinner mezzo-soprano Bruno and Dr. Elaine Walter
Olivia Vote and Victoria

Tresansky

Leilane Grimaldi Mehler, 2nd prizewinner- bass -

Timothy Bruno, Victoria Tresansky, 1st prizewin-
JUDGES FINALS ner - mezzo-soprano - Olivia Vote, 3rd prizewinner
- soprano Lara Lynn McGill, and Cynthia Bianchi

1st prizewinner -
baritone - Johnathan
McCullough and
Maestro Teri Murai - Music 2nd prizewinner
Director of the Peabody soprano Alexis Aimé
Symphony and Peabody
Concert Orchestra, Judges
Special Award - mezzo-
soprano Sam Jew Kim,
maestro Robert Wood -
artistic director Urban Arias,
and Brendan Cooke -artistic
director of the Baltimore
Concert Opera and
OperaDelaware

Competition Finalists - first row: soprano
Diana Thompson, Dr. Wanda O. Trefil,
and soprano Cortney Ruckman; back row:
baritone Andrew Paulson, Dr. James
Trefil, and tenor Brent Turner

JUDGES SEMIFINALS
Joe Banno director and classical music critic,
Maestro John Edward Niles program director of the
Institute for Young Dramatic Voices/The American
Wagner Project, and Maestro Stan Engebretson Young Artists Awards

artistic director of the National Philharmonic Chorale The Misbin Family
Memorial Awards

donated by Dr. Robert
Misbin

Lot pri 2nd Prize 3rd Prize
st Prize Victori The Vincent P. The Holly
Ejronated bﬁl |ct;r|a Walter Jr. Bianchi
résansky an Memorial Award Memorial
PARTNERS
donated by Award
Dr. Elaine Walter donated by Encouragement Awards
Cynthia donated by Drs. James and

Bianchi Wanda O.Trefil




DON’T MISS PARTNERS’ PARTNERS PRODUCTIONS

Baltimore Concert Opera

balti UrbanArias
altimoreconcertopera.com urbanarias.org

_ Lyric Opera Baltimore
J(LYRIC |yricoperahouse.com

Virginia Opera

vaopera.ordg

OPERAD:AWARE OperaDelaware

operade.org CW“"“‘GTO‘* Washington Concert Opera

&IE ERA concertopera.org
Opera Lafayette

s - The National Philharmonic
.ga%/?/e//b operalafayette.org ot Strathmore

) nationalphilharmonic.org
Maryland Lyric Opera

marylandlyricopera.orq

Bulgarian Music Society
bulgarianmusicsociety.org

Alan Savada - travel agent

Our 2017 prize awards were raised thanks to our members
and the generosity of our prize award donors.

Emerging Artist Awards — ages 25 to 35

First Prize:$7,000 donated by Victoria Tresansky and PARTNERS;
Second Prize: $3,000 The Vincent P. Walter, Jr. Memorial Award donated by Dr. Elaine Walter and PARTNERS
Third Prize: $1,500 The Holly Bianchi Memorial Award donated by Cynthia Bianchi and PARTNERS

Honorable Mention: $1,000 The Sylvia Trefil Honorable Mention Award donated by Dr. James Trefil
Encouragement Award to the other finalists: $300 each donated by Drs. James and Wanda Trefil
Promising Young Artist Awards — ages 21 to 24

First Prize: $1,500; Second Prize: $1,000 The Misbin Family Memorial Award donated by Dr. Robert Misbin

PARTNERS 5th Opera Competition 2017
Semifinal round: Friday, April 7 -1:30 pm
Final round: Saturday, April 8 -1:30 pm
The Lyceum: 201 S.Washington Street , Alexandria, VA
Free and open to the public

PARTNERS for the Arts, Inc.
E-mail: partners4thearts@aol.com - Web site: partners4thearts.org
Tel: 703/241-5496 - Fax:703/241-0584
PARTNERS for the Arts, Inc. is a nonprofit organization qualified under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).

Contributions to PARTNERS for the Arts, Inc. are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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